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Ieuan Wyn Jones AC/AM
Dirprwy Brif Weinidog /Deputy First Minister 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd • Cardiff

CF99 1NA

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300
Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400

Ffacs * Fax 029 2089 8198
PS.DeputyFirstMinister@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Eich cyf/Your ref P-03-187
Ein cyf/Our ref    DFM 6610/09

Val Lloyd AM
97 Pleasant Street,
Morriston, 
Swansea, 
SA6 6HJ.

Dear Val,

I am responding to your letter of 17 December regarding the petition to abolish the Severn
Bridge tolls.  

The Severn Bridges Act 1992 allowed for a maximum 30 year period for the collection of 
tolls by Severn River Crossing Plc to service the debt of constructing the new bridge.  
However the tolls not only finance the original construction of the Second Severn crossing 
but also the vital maintenance costs that keep both bridges open. 

The 30 year term has reduced and the Concession Agreement between the Secretary of 
State for Transport and Severn River Crossing Plc is currently forecast to end in 2016.  At 
this time the bridge will revert to the Highways Agency who by the terms of the Act can levy 
tolls for a further 5 years to establish a maintenance fund for both Severn crossings.  Before 
the end of such a period the issue of tolls would no doubt be reviewed as to the policy that 
should then be adopted. 

Ieuan Wyn Jones 
Gweinidog dros yr Economi a Thrafnidiaeth 
Minister for the Economy and Transport

14 January 2010
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Ieuan Wyn Jones AC/AM
Dirprwy Brif Weinidog /Deputy First Minister 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd • Cardiff

CF99 1NA

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300
Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400

Ffacs * Fax 029 2089 8198
             PS.DeputyFirstMinister@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Eich cyf/Your ref P-03-187
Ein cyf/Our ref  DFM/00368/10

Christine Chapman AM
Chair - Petitions Committee
National Assembly for Wales
Cardiff Bay
CARDIFF  CF99 1NA

Dear Christine,

I am replying to your letter of 10 February regarding the petition to abolish the tolls on the 
Severn Crossings.

As I explained in my letter to Val Lloyd of 14 January, the Severn Crossings are owned by 
the UK Government and the tolling regime is determined by the Severn Bridges Act 1992.  
The current concession agreement with Severn River Crossing PLC is forecast to end in 
2016, at which time the operation of the Crossings will revert to the Highways Agency.  
Under the 1992 Act, the Secretary of State can continue tolling for a further five years in 
order to establish a maintenance fund for the Crossings.

In the circumstances, any plan to collect evidence or to undertake an official assessment of 
the impact of the tolls is a matter for the UK Government. Whilst I recognise the effect of 
the tolls on certain businesses, I am also conscious of the point made by the Minister for 
Business and Budget in the short debate on 20 January about the need to keep the tolls in 
perspective.  Transport costs generally account for no more than 5 to 10 per cent of 
production costs, with toll charges accounting for only a very small proportion of total 
transport costs for the vast majority of businesses.    

You also asked whether the Highways Agency was intending to set the full toll rate 
permissible after 2016.  This is something that I will want to discuss with the UK 
Government nearer the time. Their approach will no doubt be informed by an assessment 
of the structural condition of the Crossings and the subsequent maintenance requirement.

Ieuan Wyn Jones 
Gweinidog dros yr Economi a Thrafnidiaeth 
Minister for the Economy and Transport

28 February 2010
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